
JOIN THE GREEN SKILLS 
COMMUNITY LETTER-WRITING 
CHALLENGE

As part of its Green Skill Week campaign running throughout March and April 2022, 
Speakers for Schools is inviting our network of schools and colleges to sign up for 
our Green Skills Community Letter-Writing Challenge to help build on your students’ 
knowledge of the green economy and proactively push for more green jobs in their 
local area.
What is the green skills community letter-writing challenge?
The Green Skills Community Letter-Writing Challenge is a classroom-based activity 
that is suitable for students in Key Stage 3, 4 or 5. It is an ideal exercise for raising 
awareness of the power of community campaigns and could be set as a personal 
development activity or incorporated into a lesson plan for young people studying 
either Geography, Science, Technology, English Language or Business subjects. The 
more schools and colleges that take part, the greater the potential impact. By working 
together to amplify the voices of young people, we can show them that their opinions 
matter and that they too can play a part in shaping a greener future.
• The task 
Participating schools and colleges are asked to set their students the task of writing 
and sending a formal letter to lobby either a local MP or employer to do more to 
support the growth of green skills and green jobs in your area.
• Timings
Students can start writing their letters anytime throughout March and April. Students 
should send their letters to the relevant addressees before the end of April.
We would love to see your school or college post about the challenge on your 
school/college social media channels and to see your students posting about the 
challenge from their own social media accounts. 
Please use #greenskillsweek and tag Speakers for Schools in your posts                           
(@speakrs4schools on Twitter  and @speakers4schools on Instagram).

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON GREEN SKILLS WEEK
Please visit: www.greenskillsweek.org                                                       

or email: info@greenskillsweek.org
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Remember to make your letter as compelling and as well-
presented as possible. 

Clearly outline the reasons why green skills and green jobs are so 
important and don’t forget to ask the addressee to take some 
form of action. 

Do your own research and, where possible, provide local 
examples and evidence to back up your argument. 

Create your letter in word and follow a standard letter format. 
Letters should be no longer than 2 pages long and should not 
include any identifying information about you – it is sufficient 
to give your first name and the name of your school/college at 
the end of the letter.

Letters should be sent directly to the appropriate addressee 
either via email or by post – make sure that you have checked 
the spelling of their name and got the correct email address or 
postal address for them.

5 TIPS TO HELP GUIDE 
YOUR STUDENTS

4 USEFUL TIPS FOR TEACHERS
You might want to introduce this task by first watching a Speakers 
for Schools online broadcast on the topic of the green economy. 
As part of our Green Skills Week campaign, we will be streaming 20 
green-themed FREE online broadcasts with influential speakers 
and changemakers from organisations including Keep Britain Tidy, 
Surfers Against Sewage and the BBC Natural History Unit.

You may also want to encourage your students to apply for a 
green-themed work experience placement to enhance their 
understanding of the green economy and gain insights into the 
types of jobs that it will create. We have 10,000 FREE work 
experience placements available with over 100 leading employers 
up such as Sky, National Grid, Johnson Matthey, Fatface, and 
Santander.

When talking about ‘green jobs’ in this context we generally mean 
jobs that help to reduce our negative impact on the environment 
and support a more sustainable way of life. Some of these green 
jobs may already exist, other roles will resemble current jobs but 
with a greener focus, and some will be entirely new. Whichever 
camp they fall into, all three types of green jobs will create a huge 
rise in demand for people with ‘green skills’ and can be referenced 
in your students’ letters.

This activity may fit with other environmental initiatives your 
school is running. Take a look at OUR GUIDE TO FINDING THE 
GREEN PEOPLE IN YOUR SCHOOL to find ways to check what 
else your school may already be doing.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
ON GREEN SKILLS WEEK
Please visit: www.greenskillsweek.org                                                                        
or email: info@greenskillsweek.org
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